Microbial keratitis in children.
In a five-year review, we identified 29 cases of microbial infection in 28 patients who were 16 years old or younger. Herpes simplex infections were excluded. Predisposing factors included trauma (ten cases, 34%), severe systemic illness (eight cases, 27%), contact lens use (seven cases, 24%), exposure keratopathy (seven cases, 24%), and previous ocular surgery (six cases, 21%). A total of 24 microorganisms were identified in cultures of corneal scrapings from 22 of the 29 cases; two cases involved polymicrobial infections. Of the 24 identified pathogens, gram-positive cocci were the most common (12). Other microorganisms included gram-negative bacteria (five) and fungi (four). Isolated cases of Acanthamoeba species, Borrelia burgdorferi, and Bacillus species were also present. Therapy with intensive topical antibiotics was successful in this series. The rate of surgical intervention (6/29, 21%) was similar to that of previous reports.